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8-day "courtesy"” visit to Peiping.

B.f»ﬁls trip began only 9 days after he had reached "agreem@nt 1

'principle" with the Comnunist-directed Pathet Lao for the

reunification of the country.,

1. Prior to his Peliping pilgrimage, ‘Souvanna repeatedly assured both USa

TR, ... AR 1. -4 gl

and British officials that he wnuld neither make "political commit-_

e —

ments" to the Chineae Communists nor accept Chime-e economic aid,
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peace and neutrality" (noéchan (]

It also reaffirms the Premier 8 preuiods statements that

-;Laos will refrain from Joining any military alliances "as_‘~

long as its security is not menanced " and will not permit
the establishment of foreign military bases on its territory |
"other than provided by the Geneva agreement” (no change). §
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vﬁ,,fHéQévéé;ithe'conmuniquefthén states that the "two governments...
 agfee1f6=déve1op their economic and cultural relations,” '
This igfa change. ¢ ST . i

1II. In his Peiping press conference, Souvanna went even further,
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subscribe to- SEATO"i an action w ich vas 1n ef!cct 2 po

. ﬁommitnent" to his Chinese hosts
B, Sgalling out his switch in stand”on ecouomic‘relations,’Souvahﬂ£7:

'

declared that he was 'deeply moved" by Chinese offers of aid,

and that he had requested Peiping to séend "experts" to his

.

country.4 Thege "experts" will make a first-hand investigation
and draw up concrete proposals to help Laos fulfill its five- e

year pilan.,
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'v. From Peiping, the Laotian premier went on to a 48-hour visit to Hanoi

where he has been given the red-carpet treatment by his Communist
viet Minh neighbors, '
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forces into the Royal army, reimposing Royal control over the two '5 j

. ww

”lost" northern provinces (Sam Neua and‘Phong-Saly) and Pathet E’E

participation in a coalition government--is about to begin.
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both tco work with the opi)ortuni'éfb‘ elements already sitting"

in the Laotian parliament and: to'play upon the rivalry and’

disunity that exists among Laotian non-Communist political

leaders,
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parallel is a clause ijithe Hanoi‘qtatement providing

¢

ihat both agree to"the neceqsity of ostab11

shing eéconomic and-
cultural rplationq

and of exohanhlug friendly delegatlonq

The "exchanging of friendly delegatlonb"

"y Zouvanna as mea
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was subsequeutlv defined

ning the esﬁablishment:of diblomatic relations.
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v;duiﬁ'the "Joint statement" 1s a" Viet 

Minh appeal to Vict-

face value, ¢thisflf" ; hamstring th’;Pathe

, composed. of Viet Hinh cadrPs.

5 a quid pro quo for this "friendly" Viet Minh gesture SouVanna~“

~d the ¢

oncent of 3 settlement in Vletnam "strictly" in ﬁ

+ with the Geneva Agreément. Aistrict implementation ) ‘g

sgres2ment on the unification of Vietnam would, of }

> tha disadvantage of South Vietnam,
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